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The Voters Respond to the Challenge

In the face of a political situation that re-
pelled many and a campaign that repelled even
more, Israel’s voters went to the polls on Mon-
day, May 17th, and once again massively dem-
onstrated their maturity as voters and the ma-
turity of Israel’s democracy. In the last analy-
sis, the voters won, the political parties lost,
the sitting prime minister was steamrollered,
and the problematic pockets in Isracli society
were set in even sharper relief. In truth, despite
his landslide victory, Ehud Barak did not win
so much as Binyamin Netanyahu lost as a re-
sult of his alienating behavior. Israelis have
every right to feel proud and confident about
their response, given the situation in which
they found themselves in the past six months.

The Key Issues: Character and Political
Culture

The election itself was more about issues
of character and political culture than ideol-
ogy, ideological conflicts, or even the peace
process. Early on it was apparent that over 90
percent of Israelis were in favor of continuing
the peace process as it took shape in Oslo and
subsequently, and that only the smallest frac-
tion of Israel’s population opposed that proc-
ess. The fact that the hardline nationalist right
was kept to four seats demonstrated that. It is
true that the split between the fervently Ortho-
dox and the fervently secular populations
among Israeli Jews acquired sharper manifes-
tations than in the past, but electorally that
conflict involved only a minority of the
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